January 24,2007 -  Delegate’s Newsletter 
I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and were able to spend time with those who are important in your life and reflect upon the past years events.

2007 promises to be another wonderful year for Area 78 as we continue with “Our 12 th. Step Responsibility”. We have just held our Area 78 Committee Meeting in Calgary. District 77 did a fantastic job of hosting this event and we had a great turnout. 
WRAASA is happening in Victoria February 16,17 and 18 th  and I am very pleased that to this date 8 of our Area 78 Committee will be attending. I will be unable to attend as I must be out of the country on a contractual obligation that I have with a company that I represent in Canada. Dave B. our Alternate Delegate will be attending on my behalf and I have no doubt that he will do an excellent job and have a wonderful time. 
I have had the privilege of attending on your behalf the Election Assemblies of our two neighboring Areas. Area 79  In  Parksville BC where Trish L was elected their Panel 57 Delegate and Swift Current Saskatchewan Area 91 where John F was elected as their Panel 57 Delegate. Each Assembly was unique in the way they conduct business and very much like our Area 78 – the business of Alcoholics Anonymous is handled by very competent trusted servants. I have made approximately 20 Delegate Reports of the 56 th. General Service Conference and I am eagerly awaiting the 57 th. Conference this April. 
My plan is to attend the next Assembly in Area 80 Manitoba when the opportunity arises. 

A very big event that will be happening in our Area is our Special Forum in Yellowknife this July. We have a bus scheduled to travel with 47 enthusiastic members and friends of the Fellowship from Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and BC. To date we have 

Only about 20 people signed up, so please if you are thinking of coming ,please see Jan at Central Office for the information.  
I have received the preliminary agenda items for the 57 th. Annual General Service Conference –
“OUR 12 TH. STEP RESPONSIBILTY – ARE WE GOING TO ANY LENGTH ?”

- Discuss increasing the annual contribution, or a one time bequest, that the General Service Board can receive from an individual member from $2,000.00 to $3,000.00.

- Consider adding a line in the pamphlet “Self Support” with regard to financial support for General Service Representatives. 

- Consider new items for the AA Grapevine Production for the year 2008. 

- Consider reinstating a section on alcoholism in the AA Grapevine. 

- Review the pamphlet “AA for the Native North American”

- Review the report on the Spanish language Third Edition Big Book. 

- Review the report on AA’s Web site.

- Review AA directories. 


(As many of you know we suspended publication of 2006 – 2007 Directories due to extensive delays in the publication).
- Review the 2006-2007 Service Manual with many changes suggested. 

- Review a summary of local sharing with regard to the use of the video “Hope: Alcoholics Anonymous”

- Review report from Trustee’s Committee on Nominating regarding Class B (alcoholic) trustee serving as chairperson of the General Service Board. 

- Discuss and review 2020 Site selection for the International Convention. 

The background information for all these items and many more will be provided to the Committee Chairpersons well in advance of our Pre conference Assembly in March..

Our Area again had an increase in contributions to GSO of 6% - keep up the good work! If you would like to see your group’s contributions – I have a list here at the front. 

Your financial support has allowed our book to be translated into 8 more languages and approximately 2,200 inmates have been able to correspond with a sober member in the fellowship. A new PSA was made available, Loaners in AA were able to receive bimonthly bulletins, GSR and DCM kits were sent to new groups and districts, we exhibited at National professional conferences when asked and a new traveling exhibit has been produced. Don’t forget the Birthday Club and celebrate your sobriety. 

A General Service Representative from District 35 Yellowknife has been approved to attend our Pre Conference Assembly in March. This was made possible from the Travel Assistance fund that has been established in Area 78. Thank-you you to all the groups that contribute financially to your Area – we could not do this with out your support. 
Personally, at the end of 2006 I lost a very good friend Wendy B. Past DCM Area 40 from Leukemia . She has left a Legacy of Friendship and Service that will long be remembered, and on the positive side at the beginning of this year I was able to spend some time with Elaine S. Past Delegate Area 78. 

If there is ever anything I can do to assist your Group or District to “Carry the Message” please do not hesitate to ask me – I am ready , willing and able .

Thank-you for the opportunity to serve. Pat L Delegate Area 78 Panel 56. 
In Love, Fellowship and Service Pat Long Area 78 Delegate panel 56 
