September 26,2006 
Wow! Has this been a busy time since I’ve returned from the 56 th. Annual General Service Conference in April in New York. 

My report in its entirety was given at the Area Committee Meeting in Edson and printed in the minutes of that meeting and put on the Website and also printed in several newsletters. Thank-you all for carrying the message.
I have presented it 12 other times around Alberta. Vegreville, Ft. McMurray, District 40 Edmonton ,  Mystic Knights Beef Dinner Edmonton, District 64 Into Action St. Albert,

General Service Committee Calgary, Jarvie Alberta, Lion’s Den meeting in Edmonton , Oilmen’s meeting in Edmonton, District #9 Barrhead, Sylvan Lake Round-up, and Grande Prairie Alberta. 

I am still scheduled to make a presentation  at the Blue Jean Roundup in Edmonton, the Drumheller Round –up, and District 24 Cranbrook. 
I will be attending on your behalf the Election Assembly for Area 79 in Parksville B.C. and the Election Assembly for Area 91 in Swift Current Saskatchewan. 

I have brought the Story Board with me on all occasions along with the complete reports for everyone to see. If has been very well received and I must Thank-you all for your hospitality. 
Welcome new General Service Representatives and District Committee Members. To the ”Wonderful World of Service in Area 78” . 
In my travels I have been talking about being self supporting by our own contributions and also about the “Penny a Day Birthday Club. Our Area has increased this year in our contributions by 6% and overall contributions to GSO have increased by 13% .

We are all excited about this positive turn of events. I have copies of the print-out if you would like to see if your Group has participated. 

My hope (along with that of Greg M – General Manager) is that more AA Groups will come together with the General Service Board to share experience and support requested services through voluntary contributions – a spiritual connection of AA gratitude and love. We have so many more opportunities than Bill W. and Dr. Bob did in the 1930’s 

to reach the sick, suffering alcoholic . AA is now available in 180 countries. 
Francisco A., Delegate from California asked the questions “Has the alcoholic that is coming to AA really changed?” Ho spoke on changes affecting alcoholics seeking a solution in AA. 

Over the past 71 years  alcoholism and the alcoholic have not changed.; the illness of alcoholism remains “a seemingly hopeless state of mind and body”

Perhaps we have changed – ask yourself – am I willing to do all I can to offer the new person entering AA the warm welcome and experiences that I was given, so that he or she receives the solution?. 

Is a twelve step call a Taxi ride to a Recovery Center?

Where are our Young People in AA?

Am I responsible?

We are doing a fantastic job here in Area 78 as you can see by our attendance and enthusiasm – Let’s pass it on to those who are not here and encourage them to attend the Pre-Conference Assembly in March. 

I have copies of the 2006 Final Report of the 56 th. Annual meeting “Sponsorship, Service and Self-support in a Changing World. “ This report is also available at Central Office in English, French and Spanish. 
I also have the preliminary itinerary for the Yellowknife Special Regional Forum. 

The Forum will be held in Yellowknife NWT July 14/15,2007.

I spoke with Valerie O’Neil the Forum Co-ordinator at the General Service Office in New York this week and she is so excited to know about our plans to bring so many up to the Forum. We are planning on chartering a bus to go from Edmonton to Yellowknife for a 7 day trip. The cost will be approx. $1,100.00 including the bus trip and all your accommodations (No food) There will also likely be a chartered bus coming from Saskatchewan. I will have copies of the itinerary and application for the Chartered Bus trip available at Central Office. 

 We had a rewarding time at our Assembly held September 15,16,17/2006. 
- Our  nominee from Area 78 for the Canada at Large Trustee position is Vic Phillips

   Past Delegate Panel 54 from Olds Alberta .

- We were privileged to hear from Rick Walker a member of the staff at the General 
  Service Office  in New York.
- Our discussion with regard to a change in the Trusteeship of the Board of Directors
   was spirited and informative. The sense of the room was 79 to 64 in favor of having the 

   option of a Class B (Alcoholic) Trustee serve as Chairman of the Board. 
- We heard a Board report from our Western Canada Regional Trustee Tom Kraemer. 

Thank-you all for your service to Area 78 and allowing me the privilege to serve.

In Fellowship and Love

Pat L. Delegate Area 78 Panel 56   

