Special Yellowknife N.W.T. Forum
July 14 – 15, 2007

What a fantastic time was had by the 117 people in attendance. Area 78 was very well 
represented. All your Table Officers were there as well as 6 of your Committee Chairs.

In total there were approximately 34  who came from “The South of Area 78 ” to share in 
this experience. We also had 8 come from Area 80 Manitoba , 7 from Area 91 
Saskatchewan and 2 from Area 79 British Columbia.

The Special Forum was represented by 6 General Service Staff and 4 Trustees along with 
3 visitors from the State of New York. Visiting Delegates were from Area 86 Ontario and 
Area 72 Washington State.

The week-end began Friday evening with a “Feast” at the North Slave Correction 
Institute which then led into an AA meeting with Ray M. as our speaker. 

The forum was  conducted by our Regional Trustee  Tom K. who kept everything going 
along very smoothly. Opening remarks were presented by Leonard Blumenthal Class A 
Trustee and Chairman of the General Service Board. For those of you who don’t know 
Leonard comes from our very own Area 78 and we are so proud to have him serve us. 

Greg M. the General Manager of the General Service Office , Rick W. Forums 
Coordinator along with Robin B. Grapevine Executive Editor gave us wonderful 
presentations about the services provided by our General Service Office and the 
Grapevine. After coffee we were privileged to watch the video “Markings on a Journey”.

This was followed by a lively General Sharing Session and Ask It Basket.

Lunch was on our own and several of us found a lovely Vietnamese Noodle House and 
enjoyed some personal time and sharing with one another.

In the afternoon session I conducted a Full Forum Workshop on “The General Service 
Structure and Local AA” . I have attached a copy of this workshop for use in further 
editions. We again had a General Sharing Session and Ask It Basket. These  sessions are 
very important items on a Forum agenda because there are always so many in attendance 
who are not familiar with our Service Structure and this is a great clearing house for all 
those details. After coffee we had three wonderful presentations:

Walter S. - Singleness of Purpose


John S. – Why do I need a Home Group?


Vic P. – Remote Communities – Our Twelfth Step Challenge

Because we meet right up until dinner is served we had another coffee break before 
entering into another Workshop presented by Dave B. “Why is Service Important in my 
Recovery? After all presentations there is always an opportunity for questions .

Dinner was hosted by District 35 Yellowknife and included Bison Burgers and Artic 
Char. Rai B. and her committee from District 35 did a marvelous job of hosting this 
Forum and I am so proud to have been in attendance. Everything was very well done!!

The evening session was an AA Speaker meeting. Our speakers were Greg M. from New 
York and  John F. from Saskatchewan . The meeting was chaired by David M. from 
The Polaris Group in Yellowknife. 
Home to stay that evening at the Explorer Hotel and up early in the AM for the Sunday 
Session which began again at 9:00. We had a Sunday AA meeting hosted by the “Hope 
on the Rocks Group” from Yellowknife chaired by Kathy B. and our speakers were  

Rick A., Annelies P. and Ross W. all from Yellowknife. 

After the coffee break we were treated to three more presentations:


Brenda G. – Carrying the message into Correctional Facilities


Pat L. – CPC/PI


Darryl D. – What qualifies as an AA meeting?

At 11:00  Sunday morning there is a sharing session called “Last Call” where we invite 
first time attendees to share their experience. This is so inspirational for those of us who 
work very hard to put on Forums and the committees responsible for their success.

At the end of the forum we again were delighted to have our Class A (non-alcoholic)  

Trustee and Chairman of the Board share in his closing remarks his experience in serving 
on the Board of AA as a friend of AA and his personal journey in doing so. 

What a fantastic experience!! If you have not attended a Forum I will encourage you to 
keep in touch with your Area 78 Committee and we will always inform you of where and 
when the next one is happening.........See you there.

In Fellowship and Service 

Respectfully submitted Pat Long Delegate Area 78 Panel 56. 

