“Our Primary Purpose: Attraction Rather than Promotion”_- Pat Long Area 78_
I came into the Fellowship of Alcoholics Anonymous after watching my Mother for 3 
years. In the opinion of the family she was a “Hopeless Alcoholic” and as much as we 
loved her we could not help her. She went to an AA meeting one evening and met some  
ladies who were almost exactly like her and to our surprise (in spite of all our efforts) she 
stopped drinking and stayed stopped through many very traumatic experiences in her life. 
Her sister was very attracted by what she saw and asked her to help her daughter. My 
cousin joined AA and in spite of all her family’s cajoling she too stopped drinking. I 
watched this with great interest and 2 years later made the telephone call to my cousin 
that saved my life. I was very attracted by the life I had seen these two women achieve in 
sobriety and “wanted what they had”. We need to carry this idea of attraction to many 
levels in our Fellowship, particularly when we refer to our Primary Purpose.

Tradition 5 and Tradition 11 must be our guidelines when we speak about “Carrying the 

Message to the alcoholic who still suffers and Attraction rather than Promotion at the 
level of Press Radio and Film” – but what about in our Communities?
When I am out and about in the community in which I function and attend social 
gatherings , many people are very aware that I do not drink. I am a business 
women who is active in my professional community and am often asked why?
 My response is always the same “I have found a way to live without drinking  
alcohol and if you would like to talk more about it  – here is my number, please 
call me”. With all the notoriety that we are receiving today from celebrities who are 
searching for what we have – I believe we must be compassionate , kind and 
understanding because  they do not know any different and are only looking for help.  

Our Public Information Committees at all levels must continue their work in sharing the 
proper information about our Fellowship and our 11 th. Tradition that states the 
importance of our anonymity. As Bill Sees it Page 255 says  “To reach more alcoholics , 

understanding of AA and public good will towards AA must go on growing everywhere”. 

Our Cooperation with the Professional Community Committees must be available to 
provide assistance to professionals who do not know who we are and who we are not. 

“We need to be on still better terms with medicine, religion, employers, governments, 

courts  prisons, mental hospitals and all enterprises in the field of alcoholism “
and what a wonderful resource we can be for someone they see who has a Drinking 
Problem. Each and every one of us must be an example of sobriety in action and many 
of those who do not want to be labeled as “an alcoholic” will be attracted by what they 
see. In our communities we should strive for the ideals that we review each and every day 
in our books and our literature. If we are to carry the message to the alcoholic who still 
suffers – what message are we carrying? Are we carrying a message of recovery from a 
seemingly hopeless state of mind and body into a place of usefulness or are we carrying a 
message of selfish and self centered egotism? “Nothing matters more to AA’s future 

welfare than the manner in which we use the colossus of modern communication. Used 

unselfishly and well, it can produce results surpassing our present imagination. Should 

we handle this great instrument badly , we shall be shattered by the ego manifestations of 

our own people”. My family, friends and some business associates know that I am a 

member of AA. I have stressed to them the importance of my anonymity and that I am 

available to them at any time, anywhere to assist anyone who has a drinking problem . 
Personally, I would like  those who are in recovery to be kind, considerate, non 
judgmental and open minded. Love and Tolerance are our guides. With these traits 
foremost in our minds who could help but be attracted to what we have. Are these 
extravagant expectations – Likely Yes.......... Shall we strive for them – Why Not?

As you will note As Bill Sees it is one of my favorite books. Below it’s title it simply 

says the AA Way of Life and a truly subscribe to that . Page 278 refers to speaking up 

with out fear. This was a major accomplishment in my life because of the connotation 

that went along with that of a woman who drinks too much. She was of low moral 

character and an embarrassment to those around her. Today I can tell anyone that I have 
met the most courageous women in my life around  the meeting rooms of AA and 

that I am proud to be a member of AA. We have had the courage to change our lives and 
the lives of those who were affected by our drinking. Who would not be attracted to us?
When I speak before semi public gatherings I wish to convince audiences that our 

alcoholism is a sickness we no longer fear to discuss with  anyone. Page 316 talks about 

the spirit of anonymity and giving up our natural desires for personal distinction as AA 

members . Our 12 th. Step Responsibility is to carry the message to the alcoholic who 
still suffers and we should go to any length that is required. That means attending 
meetings and welcoming the newcomer (even when we are not having a great day ), 
answering the telephones (even when we are busy) doing a twelfth step call (even when it 
is inconvenient) and being an example of  Hope and Sobriety .  We will attract those who 
wish recovery by watching us.  Please don’t stop carrying the message, you may be the 
only example of the Big Book that someone in despair , reaching out for help and 

stumbling in the darkness may ever see. Thank - you Rick for asking me to make this 
presentation and thank-you all for making the gift of recovery attractive to me.
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