Hello everyone, I am an alcoholic - my name is Dave B. and I have been given the privilege to serve Alcoholics Anonymous as your Area 78 Delegate to the 58th General Service Conference. The annual springtime conference is one of the most exciting times for the members of AA. It is when we all come together to do the work needed to keep our fellowship moving forward and united.
    Right from our humble and halting beginning, the grassroots members of AA have been the guiding hand in all our affairs. Even offering Bill W. some gentle (and sometimes not so gentle) opinions on the writing of our first piece of literature, the Big Book - Alcoholics Anonymous. Today, our Service Structure continues this great legacy, giving every group a voice in where we as a whole are heading next.
    In Area 78 we have over 500 groups listed and each and every one of them is vital to this process. On March 28th, 29th and 30th AA groups in Area 78 will gather in Red Deer for our Preconference Assembly to discuss (and to form a group conscience) on issues which will include: development of Public Service Announcements for media, use of Web/Internet for Public Information, opportunities to reach alcoholics in correctional facilities and treatment centres, pamphlets for groups to use in carrying the message and for their own group business, the finances of our General Service Office in New York, and a host of other agenda items which we take for granted for most of the year, but need to be addressed by the fellowship at Conference time. 
   As your Delegate I will travel to the Conference and be your voice in the debate, but the backbone of this process is the General Service Representatives. Without the GSRs (and District Committee Members) participating in our own Area 78 Assembly, the Group voice is not heard. The theme for this year’s Conference is “Communication and Participation - The Key to Unity and Self-Support” and GSR participation is imperative to AAs future and in our combined efforts to carry the message of recovery to suffering alcoholics. GSR participation is the key to keeping our beloved fellowship united in our primary purpose.
    I am looking forward to our gathering of Groups and the sharing of your experience - see you in Red Deer.
Yours in Love  and Service,
D.B.
